










Where do sturgeons go 

to reproduce within the 

Ural River? By tracking 

the movements of fish in 

the river, we can find and 

protect the habitats used 

for reproduction. 

Do individual sturgeon 

return to the river where 

they were born to 

reproduce? It is not known 

whether sturgeons born 

in the Ural River return to 

reproduce or if they travel 

to other rivers such as the 

Volga or Kura.

How many of the adult fish in the wild were born in hatcheries? This 

question is being studied using very small tags that are inserted into 

the young sturgeon and stay in the animal for its life. 

Remaining Mysteries
There are still many 

unanswered questions about 

the life of sturgeons.  As 

described below, a team of 

Kazakhstani and American 

researchers has been studying 

key mysteries of Ural River 

sturgeons.  One important 

method that is used is marking 

or “tagging” a fish and tracking 

its movements.

Where do sturgeons go once 

they leave the Ural River? It 

can be very hard to understand 

the habits of aquatic animals 

because we cannot see what 

is happening underneath the 

water surface.  Scientists 

believe that sturgeons live in 

the north Caspian Sea in the 

warm months and in the south 

Caspian Sea in the winter 

months.  Special tags are 

being used to further study the 

movements of adult sturgeons 

in the Caspian Sea.
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It is important that we all help preserve sturgeon, 

Kazakhstan’s unique and precious resource. Please 

do your part in learning what role you can play in 

saving sturgeons.


